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up between the Triple Entente and Triple Alliance. Neither
Germany nor Russia were to be expected to modify in any
way their respective alliances. But he was ready to assure
Russia that Germany was neither bound nor inclined to
support any new Austrian ambitions in the Balkans. Nor
was Germany pursuing any political aims of her own in
the Near East; she regarded the Badgad Railway primarily
as an economic enterprise; and sh^ merely wanted to see
Turkey maintained intact, in the interests of peace and
the status quo. There were many subjects in which Rus-
sian and German interests ran parallel, and it would be
desirable to discuss them confidentially but frankly, and
thus put an end to mutual recriminations and restore the
friendly contact which had been lost under Izvolski's man-
agement of Russian foreign policy.81
These views met with a warm response from the new
Russian Minister. Sazonov declared that the Bosnian
Crisis belonged to the past and would not influence Russian
policy in the future. Russia no longer had any expansionist
policy. Her single task was her own internal consolidation.
Russia's agreement of 1907 aimed purely to put an end to
friction in the Middle East. If England pursued an anti-
German policy, she would not find Russia on her side.
Russia and Germany were neighbors and ought to live on
good terms.82
As to Persia, the Germans again declared that they had
no political aims in that troubled country, but wanted the
"open door" for their commerce, which was handicapped
by the Russian tariff charged upon goods in transit and by
81 Kiderlen's memorandum, Oct. 30, 1910. GP., XXVII, 832-831
Also Bethmann's private letter to Aehrenthal of Nov. 14, in which the
German Chancellor frankly informed Aehrenthal of the Potsdam con-
versations, and especially of the fact that he had felt able to assure
Sazonov "that Austria-Hungary is not contemplating any kind of expansion
policy in the Balkans", and that Germany had never bound herself
to support any such Austrian plans (ibid., 850).
ssBethmann to Kaiser Nov. 1, 1910; GP., XXVII, 835-837.